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Wild, Anadromous Fish Recovery & Lower Snake River Restoration

Our organization has continued to highlight a message of urgency to our elected leaders related to Lower Snake River dam
(LSRD) removal and salmon recovery. We’ve also supported and participated in grassroots efforts across the region alongside
our partners who have kept wild salmon and steelhead at the forefront of regional issues.

This summer, Senator Patty Murray and Governor Jay Inslee of Washington released a draft report that examined the feasibility
of replacing the services provided by the four LSRDs in eastern Washington. In addition to providing detailed comments on

the report ourselves, we engaged our members via “River RAT” advocacy webinars and outreach, contributing to 70,000
comments generated across regional and national partner organizations in support of dam breaching and investment in
replacement services.

IRU’s engagement with the federal government, during a stay in the long-running litigation surrounding wild salmon parallelled
the Washington state process. The Biden Administration held discussions with regional stakeholders and federal agencies
which have released several analyses on salmon restoration and LSRD replacement power generation portfolios over the last
year. This fall, IRU along with co-plaintiffs representing fishing and conservation groups, the state of Oregon, and the Nez Perce
Tribe, requested a stay in litigation for another year. This effort is contingent upon the federal government delivering on its
commitments to restore salmon populations, honor commitments with Tribal Nations, deliver affordable and reliable clean
power, and meet the needs of stakeholders across the region.

In the fall, the final Murray-Inslee report and their recommendations reiterated what salmon advocates have stood for
throughout the year: dam breaching is vital to the persistence and potential recovery of wild salmon populations in Idaho,
status-quo operations are unacceptable, and an urgent need for action related to investment in the region’s transportation
network and clean energy projects.

This year IRU also had the opportunity to be the conservation
partner for a grassroots advocacy initiative, “The Grand
Salmon Source to Sea” campaign, where four women paddled
over 1,000 miles from multiple Salmon River headwaters to
the Pacific Ocean. Their tremendous efforts engaged river
communities, youth groups, and Tribes along their route and S
generated attention on dam removal and salmon recovery from s
thousands of people nationwide.

Looking ahead, members of Congress and the Administration
have engaged in salmon recovery and dam removal yetbut
meaningful action has yet to be undertaken. IRU and our allies S
will maintain critical pressure on elected officials to identify and :
allocate funding for projects that will enable the barge-rail line =
and clean energy transitions necessary to make removal of the
LSRDs a reality. More than ever, your voice and advocacy for
wild salmon will be needed to ensure the region quickly and
efficiently moves towards dam removal. (Photo by EcoFlight).
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Member of the Year: Rick Rupp

Business Partner of the Year: The Riverside Hotel (Boise, ID) Wild salmon &
steelhead recovery
Salmon Advocate of the Year: The Grand Salmon Source to Sea team (36%)

Water Protection Advocate: Jimmy Grossman

Conservation Partner of the Year: Rivers for Change

Looking Downstream...
As 2022 comes to an end, we look downstream with hope for what next year will bring in river conservation — meaningful
progress in securing Lower Snake dam removal as a part of the largest river restoration project in American history. In
more than a thirty year battle, there has never been more momentum than now around Lower Snake River dam removal.
As climate change continues to be the overarching threat to all of the wild fish populations and river systems we strive to
protect, there is a sense of urgency, to stay the course, as well as persistence to stay the course, resilient of setbacks — just
as wild salmon do.

Our rivers are the freshwater veins of Idaho and the Northwest — pulsing and running through landscapes and communities,
while connecting all of us to the environment. Our work will continue to be guided by scientific research and data, while
also understanding the significance of cultural relationships to salmon, our iconic keystone species. IRU continues to value
and prioritize Tribal partnerships, and we believe that traditional ecological knowledge of salmon is critical in our recovery
efforts. We also recognize the need for more access and equity in our work, and continue to make it a priority in our
organization.

Your membership to IRU shows your commitment to conservation and protection of Idaho’s most valuable resources — free
flowing rivers and abundant salmon populations. If you love a river, we need your support to continue to prioritize healthy
streams, ecosystems, and landscapes throughout Idaho. We wish you a healthy and happy rest of the year and look forward
to working together to protect and restore the rivers of Idaho — now and for future generations. Thank you for joining us.

Idaho Rivers United | www.idahorivers.org | 208.343.7481 | info@idahorivers.org | 3380 W Americana Terr. #140, Boise, ID 83706
To protect and restore the rivers and fisheries of ldaho.
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This year we have seen an increase in mining activity across the state that has kept our staff busy assessing the risks and
keeping the public informed. While new technology has been in the spotlight to help create a more sustainable future, the
mining industry has been quick to capitalize on this opportunity by calling for more mines to produce more minerals.
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restored to function and flourish, that the public has equitable access to rivers for recreation, and that
river enthusiasts are active and effective advocates. This plan should be finalized in early 2023 and we
are excited to share it with you all.

members of Congress urging reform of this antiquated mining law, including closing loopholes to the Clean Water Act for
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hardrock mining and creating good samaritan policies for organizations to participate in cleanup and remediation.
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Steve Jones
McCall We are proud of our accomplishments in 2022 and our record of protecting rivers over the last thirty

plus years. The key to our success is the strong backing from you, our members; it is only through your
support that we are able to advocate so effectively for river stewardship. No organization does a better
job, or is more committed to protecting and restoring the rivers you love. Through your support and
Roger Rankin, Ph. D. advocacy, work for restored wild fish populations and permanently protected, healthy rivers in Idaho
Pocatello that may be resilient to a changing climate and support our communities. We hope you enjoy the
report, and that it motivates you to give back to the waters that enrich our lives and spirit.
Tom Stuart
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As Idaho continues to find itself in the crosshairs of the mining industry for new projects, we remain focused on the
Stibnite Gold Project outside of Yellow Pine, ID. This project is one of our highest priorities and the source of extreme
concern related to the potential negative impacts that would be inflicted upon the resident and anadromous Endangered
Species Act listed fish populations, wild and scenic river values, water quality, and Indigenous sovereignty.

Jerry Lee
Moscow

At the end of October, the Forest Service released the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Stibnite
Gold Project. During the public comment period, our staff hosted a number of public workshops and events to help our
members stay informed and be involved in this project (comment submission deadline is in early 2023). Thank you to all

of our members who support our work and continue to join us in our efforts to protect Idaho’s waterways and natural
resources from the destruction that is often left as a byproduct of these mining projects.

IRU Executive Director



